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Contemporary art and design are undergoing profound transformations driven by rapid technological 

advancement, evolving economic paradigms, and a growing awareness of ecological and cultural sustainability. 

The global creative economy, valued at nearly US$2 trillion in 2022 and projected to exceed US$3.15 trillion 

by 2026, is no longer confined within traditional disciplinary boundaries. Instead, it thrives at the intersections 

of diverse fields of knowledge and practice. Against this backdrop, the establishment of Arts Appreciation 

reflects a commitment not only to advancing scholarly inquiry but also to fostering interdisciplinary dialogue 

and promoting sustainable development. By integrating aesthetic evaluation with empirical research, the 

journal seeks to redefine the scope and possibilities of contemporary creative scholarship. 

Our mission is grounded in the belief that art and design are not isolated aesthetic pursuits; rather, they 

are integral components of broader socio-cultural and economic ecosystems. As Gregory Bateson observed, 

the search for meaning through art represents one of the deepest forms of intellectual integration. Today, such 

integration must extend beyond the canvas and the digital screen to engage with the underlying structures of 

technology, business, and ecological stewardship. 

Integration: Bridging Art, Technology, and Business 

The convergence of art and technology—particularly through the emergence of artificial intelligence (AI) 

and the digital humanities—has fundamentally transformed both creative production and the evaluation of 

aesthetic value. AI-generated art challenges conventional notions of authorship, originality, and creativity, 

necessitating new evaluative frameworks informed by cognitive psychology and computational aesthetics. 

Meanwhile, the digital art market is projected to reach approximately US$6.69 billion by 2026, growing at a 

compound annual growth rate of 14.66%, underscoring the far-reaching economic implications of 

technological innovation within the creative sector. 

Arts Appreciation is committed to rigorously examining these intersections. We encourage scholarship 

that investigates how innovative business models within cultural and creative industries can support artistic 

experimentation while ensuring economic viability and long-term sustainability. By fostering collaboration 

among artists, technologists, economists, and policymakers, we seek to illuminate the mechanisms through 

which creative value is generated, sustained, and transformed in the digital age. 

Cultural Inclusivity and the Global South 

A truly international scholarly journal must actively engage with and amplify diverse voices from across 

the globe. Cultural sustainability depends not only on preserving cultural diversity but also on enabling the 

continuous evolution and renewal of cultural expression. As UNESCO has recently emphasized, although the 



creative economy presents significant opportunities for inclusive growth, creators worldwide face substantial 

projected income losses, highlighting the vulnerability of cultural diversity within an increasingly 

homogenized digital environment. 

We are committed to advancing creativity, education, and scholarly research through inclusive 

knowledge production. This commitment extends beyond publishing work from underrepresented regions; it 

also involves critically examining how traditional practices, indigenous knowledge systems, and local cultural 

experiences can inform contemporary art and design. By providing a platform for both South–South and 

North–South dialogue, Arts Appreciation seeks to contribute to a more equitable, culturally diverse, and 

intellectually vibrant global arts ecosystem. 

Designing for a Sustainable Future 

Sustainability in art and design extends far beyond the adoption of environmentally responsible materials. 

It requires a systemic transition toward circular economic models and regenerative approaches to innovation. 

Integrating creative thinking into circular economy frameworks is essential for developing design solutions 

that minimize waste, optimize resource use, and promote long-term ecological resilience. Furthermore, arts-

based interventions have demonstrated considerable value in interdisciplinary sustainability research by 

enabling stakeholders to engage with complex environmental challenges on both cognitive and emotional 

levels. 

Accordingly, Arts Appreciation prioritizes research that explores the role of contemporary art and design 

in advancing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Whether through artistic practice, 

art ecology, sustainable urban design, creative technologies, or community-based initiatives, we seek to 

highlight approaches that contribute to building a resilient, regenerative, and sustainable future. 

Concluding Remarks 

The launch of Arts Appreciation represents an invitation to scholars, practitioners, educators, and 

policymakers to participate in a transformative intellectual endeavor. Through a commitment to international 

engagement, academic rigor, and genuine inclusivity, we aspire to foster a more comprehensive understanding 

of the complex ecosystems that shape art and design in the twenty-first century. 

By embracing the synergies among culture and creativity, technology and innovation, and business and 

sustainability, we can collectively advance sustainable development while enriching human experience and 

cultural flourishing. It is our hope that Arts Appreciation will serve as a catalyst for meaningful dialogue, 

critical reflection, and collaborative action, contributing to the cultivation of a more sustainable and 

interconnected future for art, design, and society. 

 

References 

1. Global Growth Insights, "Creative Industry Market Size & Industry Analysis 2035" (Global Growth Insights, 2026). 

https://www.globalgrowthinsights.com/market-reports/creative-industries-market-100453 

2. G. Bateson, Steps to an Ecology of Mind (Chandler Publishing Company, San Francisco, 1972). 

3. C. Jin, AI-generated art evaluation model integrating computational aesthetics and cognitive psychology. Sci. Rep. 16, 

42766 (2026). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-42766-x 



4. Mordor Intelligence, "Digital Art Market Size, Growth, Share, Trends & Forecast Report 2031" (Mordor Intelligence, 

2026). https://www.mordorintelligence.com/industry-reports/digital-art-market 

5. M. Ratalewska, Circular economy in creative industries on the example of craft and artisan makers. Eur. Res. Stud. J. 

27, 1356–1372 (2024). https://doi.org/10.35808/ersj.3434 

6. UNESCO, "Creators face expected global income loss of up to 24% by 2028" (UNESCO, 2026). 

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/creators-face-expected-global-income-loss-24-2028 

7. S. Zha et al., An interdisciplinary design framework for creative collaboration. Paper presented at the IASDR 

Conference (2023). https://doi.org/10.21606/iasdr.2023.686 

8. P. Smith, J. Baille, L. S. McHattie, Sustainable design futures: An open design vision for the circular economy in 

fashion and textiles. Des. J. 20, S1938–S1947 (2017). https://doi.org/10.1080/14606925.2017.1352712 

9. S. M. Horvath et al., The art of arts-based interventions in interdisciplinary sustainability research. Sustain. Sci. 20, 

11625 (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-025-11625-4 

 


